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The Bi-Laws or Guidelines of the 105th Ohio Volunteer Infantry 
 

 

I. 

 

THE  OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY (HERE IN AFTER THE  O.V.I.) IS THE ORGANIZED FOR THE PURPOSE 

OF HONORING THE MEN OF ORIGINAL  O.V.I. THROUGH AUTHENTIC REENACTING AND LIVING HISTORY 

DEMONSTRATIONS. ADDITIONALLY, THE UNIT IS ORGANIZED TO PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY AND 

FRAMEWORK FOR ITS MEMBERS TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF THE CIVIL WAR. FINALLY, THE 

 

 

O.V.I. IS ORGANIZED TO PROVIDE AN ACCURATE PICTURE IF EVENTS AND CONDITIONS OF THE TIME 

WE ARE PORTRAYING. TO DO ANY LESS THAN OUR BEST IS TO DO A GREAT DIS-SERVICE TO 

OURSELVES, THOSE WHO OBSERVE US, AND THOSE WE REPRESENT. 

II. THE 

 

 OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY WILL HAVE AS ITS SOLE IMPRESSION, THE PORTRAYAL OF A TYPICAL 

COMPANY OF INFANTRY OF THE PERIOD 1861-1865. 

III. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 

 

 O.V.I. BI-LAWS, AS WELL AS ANY ADDITIONS, DELETION, OR CHANGES TO 

THESE BI-LAWS MUST BE RATIFIED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE TOTAL UNIT’S MEMBERSHIP WITH TWO 

READINGS.  

IV. EACH MEMBER IS FREE TO PURSUE ANY OTHER CIVIL WAR RELATED ACTIVITY, MEMBERSHIP WITH ANY 

OTHER CLUB, OR TO PERFORM ANY OTHER DESIRED IMPRESSION AT THEIR DISCRETION. HOWEVER IT 

IS REQUIRED THAT MEMBER PORTRAYING THE  O.V.I. AT ANY EVENT, PERFORM IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

THESE GUIDELINES. RESPONSIBILITY FOR ENFORCING THE 

 

 O.V.I.’S GUIDELINES WILL BELONG TO THE 

ELECTED LEADERS OF THE UNIT AS DESCRIBED IN LATER TEXT. FAILURE BY AN INDIVIDUAL TO COMPLY 

WITH THE AGREED BI-LAWS WILL CONSTITUTE JUST CAUSE FOR EJECTION FROM THE UNIT.  

V. ATTENDANCE IS NEVER MANDATORY FOR ANY EVENT. HOWEVER, AS ONE OF THE PRIMARY PURPOSES 

OF ANY REENACTING UNIT IS TO PARTICIPATE AS A GROUPE. IT IS HOPED THAT MEMBER WILL MAKE 

THEIR BEST EFFORTS TO ATTEND  O.V.I. EVENTS, PARTICULARLY THOSE AGREED TO BE MAXIMUM 

EFFORT. TO REMAIN AN ACTIVE MEMBER, ONE MUST ATTEND ONE 

VI. 

 O.V.I. EVENT AND TWO BUSINESS 

MEETINGS PER YEAR.  

 

FAMILY ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION IS HIGH ENCOURAGED. CIVILIAN IMPRESSIONS BY EITHER 

MEMBER OR THEIR FAMILIES ARE WELCOME.  

VII. THE  O.V.I. IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION. MISUSE OF ITS NAME AND/OF MEMBERS TO ACHIEVE 

PERSONAL FINANCIAL GAIN IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. SUCH MISUSE IS TO BE CONSIDERED JUST CAUSE 

FOR DISMISSAL FROM THE 

 
 O.V.I.  

VIII. 

 

THE ORGANIZATION SHALL HAVE TWO METHODS OF FUNCTION, WHICH ARE ADMINISTRATIVE AND 

COMMAND. THESE TWO METHODS OF FUNCTION SHALL BE FURTHER EXPLAINED IN LATER TEXT.  

IX. IT IS REQUIRED THAT ALL MEMBERS COMPLETE ON FULL YEAR WITH THE 

  

 O.V.I. BEFORE SEEKING AND 

ELECTED POSITION.  
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A. 

 REQUIREMENTS 

 
ALL MEMBERS SHALL COMPLETE AND SIGN AN APPLICATION AND RELEASE FORM.  

B. PAYMENT OF ANNUAL DUES REQUIREMENT AS ESTABLISHED BY THE MEMBER SHIP. CURRENT 

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE TWENTY-FIVE PER FISCAL YEAR (JANUARY THRU DECEMBER). DUSE FOR THE 

CURRENT YEAR ARE PAYABLE PRIOR TO JANUARY 

 
 OF THAT YEAR.  

C. ATTENDANCE OF AT LEAST ONE 

 
 O.V.I. EVENT AND TWO BUSINESS MEETINGS PER YEAR.  

D. ALL MEMBERS DESIRING TO PARTICIPATE WITH 

 

 O.V.I. MUST BE EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER. 
PERSONS BETWEEN THE AGES OF SIXTEEN AND EIGHTEEN MAY PARTICIPATE, BUT MUST BE 

ACCOMPANIED BY A PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN. MEMBER UNDER THE AGE OF SIXTEEN MAY NOT 

CARRY ARMS.  

E. DO TO THE AUTHENTIC PORTRAYAL OF THE 

 

 OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, WOMEN, PERSONS OF 

COLOR, AND CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF TEN ARE LIMITED TO A CIVILIAN CAPACITY OF THE PERIOD 

(1861 THRU 1865). 

F. 

  

NEW MEMBERS HAVE A PERIOD OF UP TO TWO FULL YEARS TO ACQUIRE A FULL UNIFORM AND 

ACCOUTERMENTS AS DESCRIBED IN LATER TEXT.  
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I. THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE  O.V.I. IS THE MEMBERSHIP AT LARGE (AS DEFINED UNDER 

“MEMBERSHIP”). ALL DECISIONS AFFECTING THE 

 

 O.V.I., SUCH AS EVENT SELECTION, BI-
LAWS/GUIDELINE CHANGES, ECT. WILL BE MADE BY A DEMOCRATIC CONSENSUS, WITH EACH 

MEMBER ENTITLED TO AN EQUAL VOTE.  

II. 

 

CHANGES IN THE UNIT BI-LAWS OR ANY OTHER BUSINESS MATTER CAN BE CALLED FOR VOTE 

AT ANY SCHEDULED GENERAL BUSINESS MEETINGS, INCLUDING THOSE MEETINGS HELD AT AN 

EVENT.  

III. THE ELECTED LEADERSHIP OF THE 

A. 

 O.V.I. WILL CONSIST OF A BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

(BOARD), MADE UP OF THREE OFFICIALS. COMMANDER, VICE-COMMANDER, AND 

ADMINISTRATOR. 

B. 
THESE THREE OFFICIALS WILL SERVE FOR A ONE YEAR TERM.  

C. 

NOMINATIONS FOR THESE POSITIONS WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE LAST BUSINESS 

MEETING OF THE YEAR. A SCHEDULE FOR SUBMITTING VOTERS WILL BE ESTABLISHED 

AT THE SAME MEETING.  

1. 
THE DUTIES OF THESE OFFICIALS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

2. 

COMMANDER- SHALL CONDUCT REGULAR BUSINESS MEETINGS WITH 

MEMBERSHIP (PREFERABLY ON A MONTHLY BASIS AT PLACES AND TIMES 

DETERMINED BY THE MEMBERSHIP). HE SHALL APPOINT COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMEN AS NEEDED TO CONDUCT BUSINESS OF THE ORGANIZATION. 

a) 

VICE-COMMANDER- SHALL ASSUME THE DUTIES OF THE 

SECRETARY/TREASURE WHICH ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

b) 

CONDUCT MEETINGS OF THE MEMBERSHIP IN THE ABSENCE OF 

THE COMMANDER. 

c) 

TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE RECORDING OF THE MINUTES OF THE 

MEETINGS AND ALL WRITTEN AND VERBAL COMMUNICATIONS OF THE 

ORGANIZATION.  
HE SHALL HAVE THE MONETARY RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 

d) 

 O.V.I. 
AND COLLECT AND DISPERSE THESE FUNDS AS DISPERSE BY THE 

MEMBERSHIP 

e) 

HE SHALL KEEP AN ACCURATE LEDGER AT ALL TIMES AND GIVE A 

FULL REPORT OF THE ORGANIZATION’S FINANCES AT EACH MEETING.  

3. 

HE CAN MAKE NO CASH DISBURSEMENTS WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF 

ONE OTHER OFFICIAL, AND NONE IN EXCESS OF TWENTY-FIVE 

DOLLARS WITHOUT THE MAJORITY VOTE OF THE MEMBERSHIP. 

a) 

 ADMINISTRATOR- SHALL ASSUME THE DUTIES OF THE VISE-COMMANDER IN 

THE ABSENCE OF SUCH. I ADDITION HE WILL: 

b) 

COLLECT INFORMATION AND REPORT TO THE MEMBERSHIP ABOUT 

FAVORABLE EVENTS.  

c) 

MAKE EVENT SCHEDULE FOR THE FOLLOWING SEASON NO LATER 

THAN THE FIRST DAY OF MARCH EACH YEAR.  

d) 
COORDINATE THE REGISTRATION OF THE UNIT PRIOR TO AN EVENT. 

e) 

ASSUME THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SAFE STORAGE AND USE OF 

UNIT MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT. 
ORGANIZE RECRUITING PROGRAMS AND ADVERTISEMENTS. 
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f) 

D. 

SEE THAT EACH NEW MEMBER HAS ADEQUATE HELP IN ADAPTING TO 

OUR ORGANIZATION. 

1. 
THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THESE THREE OFFICIALS WILL INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING: 

2. 

TO ASSIST EACH OFFICIAL IN HIS DUTY TO PERFORM TO HIS ULTIMATE 

CAPACITY. 

3. 
TO ENFORCE THE GUIDELINES AS ESTABLISHED HEREIN. 

4. 

TO ENSURE THAT ALL UNIT MEMBERS ARE KEPT INFORMED OF ALL ITEMS OF 

BUSINESS AND INFORMATION AFFECTING THE UNIT. THIS MAY BE EITHER 

VERBAL OR BY DISTRIBUTION OF NEWSLETTER.  

5. 

TO REVIEW THE APPLICATION OF NEW MEMBERS TO THE UNIT AND EJECT A 

MEMBER FOR SERIOUS BREACHES OF THE UNIT’S BI-LAWS/GUIDELINES AND 

PRINCIPLES.  

  

TO ASSURE THE SAFE CONDUCT OF ALL MEMBERS OF THE UNIT AT AN EVENT. 
IN ANY MATTER REGARDING THE SAFETY OF ANY MEMBER OF THE UNIT, THE 

DECISION OF THESES OFFICIALS IS FINAL. 
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I. 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING OF THE 

 

 O.V.I. WILL BE HELD ONCE A MONTH OR AS OFTEN AS 

NECESSARY TO ENSURE THE EFFICIENCY OF THE ORGANIZATION. 

II. 

 

THE DATE, TIME, AND LOCATION OF FUTURE MEETINGS WILL BE DETERMINED BY THE MEMBERSHIP AT 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 

III. 

 

THE LENGTH OF THE REGULAR GENERAL MEETINGS WILL NOT EXCEED TWO HOURS, UNLESS AN 

ADDITIONAL AMOUNT OF TIME IS APPROVED BY THE MAJORITY VOTE OF THE ATTENDING MEMBERSHIP. 

IV. 

  

SPECIAL MEETINGS NECESSARY FOR EDUCATION, TRAINING, COMMITTEES AN ECT. CAN BE 

SCHEDULED BY ANY MEMBER OF THE UNIT.  
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I. 

 STRUCTURE 

MILITARY RANK OF THE 

 

 O.V.I. OR ANY OTHER ORGANIZATION WILL HAVE NO INFLUENCE, 
SUPERIORITY OR AUTHORITY OVER THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS. 

II. NO PERSON OR PART OF THE ADMINISTRATION WILL HAVE MILITARY CONTROL IN THE COMMAND 

FUNCTION OF THE 

 
 O.V.I., UNLESS THEY HOLD A MILITARY RANK.  

III. THE MEMBERSHIP SHALL ELECT, ON AN ANNUAL BASIS, ALL MILITARY RANK WITHIN THE 

 

 O.V.I., 
(COMMISSIONED AND NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS). 

IV. 

 

EACH MEMBER WILL REMAIN IN A RECRUIT STATUS UNTIL ACQUIRING A FULL UNIFORM AND 

ACCOUTREMENTS AS DESCRIBED IN LATER TEXT. 

V. ANY INDIVIDUAL ADVANCING TO THE RANK OF PRIVATE WILL BE REVIEWED BY THE “BOARD”, THEN 

EXAMINED AND PROMOTED BY THE COMMISSIONED AND/OR NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS OF THE 

 

 

O.V.I.  

VI. 

 

NO MEMBER WILL BE PROMOTED TO A NON-COMMISSIONED OF COMMISSIONED RANK, WITHOUT FIRST 

BEING RECOMMENDED BY THE OFFICIALS OF THE COMMAND STRUCTURE. 

VII. IN ORDER TO AVOID THE “TOP HEAVY” APPEARANCE OF MANY UNITS THE FOLLOWING COMMAND 

RATIO WILL BE OBSERVED BY THE 

a) 
 O.V.I. 

b) 
UP TO FIVE MEMBERS – ONE CORPORAL. 

c) 
FIVE TO TEN MEMBERS – ONE CORPORAL AND SERGEANT. 

d) 
TEN TO FIFTEEN MEMBERS – TWO CORPORALS, ONE SERGEANT AND ONE LIEUTENANT. 

e) 

FIFTEEN TO TWENTY MEMBERS – THREE CORPORALS, ONE SERGEANT, ONE FIRST 

SERGEANT, AND ONE FIRST LIEUTENANT.  

 

TWENTY OR MORE MEMBERS – FOUR CORPORALS, ONE SERGEANT, ONE FIRST SERGEANT, 
AND ONE CAPTION. 

VIII. THE HIGHEST RANKING MEMBER IN THE COMMAND FUNCTION SHALL HAVE MILITARY COMMAND OF THE 

 

 

O.V.I. HE SHALL RECEIVE ALL STANDARD MILITARY COURTESIES COMMENSURATE WITH HIS POSITION.  

IX. 

 

IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT ANY INDIVIDUAL, ASSUMING ANY RANK BE STUDIED AND PROFICIENT IN THE 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THAT RANK AS PRESCRIBED IN THE “REVISED REGULATIONS” FOR THE ARMY OF 

THE UNITED STATES, 1861 AND/OR 1863 

X. THE  O.V.I. WILL OPERATE UNDER ITS OWN RANK STRUCTURE AND WILL NOT TOLERATE ANY UNIT’S 

ATTEMPTING TO SUBORDINATE THE  O.V.I. TO ITS AUTHORITY WITHOUT PRIOR CONSENT OF THE UNIT.  
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I. 

BRIGADING 

IN THE EVENT THAT THE 

 

 OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY ELECTS TO, TEMPORARILY JOIN ANOTHER CIVIL 

WAR REENACTMENT UNIT, FOR ANY REASON, THE UNIT MAINTAINING THE HIGHEST RANK WILL TAKE 

COMMAND. 

II. ANY UNIT OR INDIVIDUALS BRIGADING WITH THE  O.V.I. WILL BE EXPECTED TO FOLLOW THE  O.V.I. 
BI-LAWS/GUIDELINES, ESPECIALLY AS REGARDS TO SAFETY, DRILL AND RANK STRUCTURE. IN ORDER 

TO ASSURE THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE DEGREE OF SAFETY FOR MEMBERS OF THE  O.V.I. ALL PERSONS IN 

UNITS WISHING TO BRIGADE WITH THE  O.V.I. WILL BE EXPECTED TO DRILL WITH US AT REGULARLY 

SCHEDULED SESSIONS.  
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I. 

UNIFORMS AND EQUIPMENT 

 

UNIFORMS SHOULD BE AUTHENTIC AND CORRECT IN PATTERN AND MATERIAL IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

THOSE WORN BY THE UNION SOLDIER OF THE UNITED STATES DURING JULY 1863. 

II. ALL ACCOUTREMENTS AND EQUIPMENT SHOULD BE AUTHENTIC AND ACCURATE TO THAT CARRIED BY 

THE UNION SOLDIER OF THE 

 
 OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY AS OF PERIOD MENTIONED ABOVE. 

III. THE FOLLOWING IS A LISTING OF THE BASIC UNIFORM AND EQUIPMENT EACH MEMBER IS EXPECTED TO 

POSSES BY THE SECOND YEAR OF MEMBERSHIP AND THE ORDER IN WHICH THEY SHOULD BE ACQUIRED. 
QUANTITY ITEM 

ONE FORAGE CAP 
ONE DARK BLUE WOOL SACKCOAT, FOUR BUTTON 
ONE SKY (LIGHT) BLUE TROUSERS 
ONE PAIR OF AUTHENTIC SHOES (BROGANS) 
ONE COTTON, FLANNEL OR LINEN SHIRT, PERIOD DESIGN 
ONE PAIR OF PERIOD SUSPENDERS 
ONE LEATHER BELT WITH U.S. BRASS BUCKEL 
ONE PAIR AUTHENTIC GLASSES, IF WOREN 
ONE LEATHER CARTRIDGE BOX, TINS, AND SLING WITH FEDERAL BRASS 
ONE PAIR OF GRAY WOOL SOCKS 
ONE LEATHER CAP BOX 
ONE LEATHER BAYONET FROG AND SCABBARD 
ONE BAYONET 
ONE 

 
THREE (3) BAND RIFLE MUSKET, I.E. (ENFIELD OR SPRINGFIELD) 
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I. 

 LIFE AND SAFETY 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF STANDARDIZATION, ACCURATE LIVING HISTORY DEMONSTRATIONS, AND CAMP 

LIFE COMPETITIONS, THE 

 

 O.V.I. WILL ESTABLISH ITS BIVOUAC AS PRESCRIBED BY ART. XXXVI, 
PARAGRAPH 515-523 OF THE REVISED REGULATIONS OF THE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES, 1861 

AND/OR 1863. 

II. THE 

 
 O.V.I. WILL FORM ONE (1) COMPANY STREET OF TENTS AS THE PRIMARY AUTHENTIC CAMP. 

III. 
1) 

REGULAR FORMATIONS OF THE DAY INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 

2) 
REVEILLE 

3) 
ROLL CALL (2 PER DUTY DAY) 

4) 
MEALS 

5) 
COMPANY DRILL (2 PER DUTY DAY) 

 
MORNING AND EVENING COLORS 

IV. CAMP LIFE ACTIVITIES AT A 

  

 O.V.I. SANCTIONED EVENT WILL BE SCHEDULED FOR EACH EVENT. 
MEMBERS WILL BE EXPECTED TO SUPPORT OUR ACTIVITIES BY PARTICIPATION FROM A CERTAIN 

PRESCRIBED STARTING TIME TO A PRESCRIBED TIME OF FINISH WHICH WILL VARY ACCORDING TO THE 

TYPE OF EVENT. 

V. 

  

THE AUTHENTIC CAMP WILL BE FREE OF ALL MODERN AND OTHERWISE NON-AUTHENTIC ITEMS DURING 

THE SCHEDULED DUTY DAY IN ORDER TO ENHANCE OUR AUTHENTIC IMPRESSION. IT IS ESSENTIAL 

THAT ANY NON-AUTHENTIC ITEMS WHICH MUST BE KEPT IN THE CAMP BE COMPLETELY CONCEALED AT 

ALL TIMES DURING THE DUTY DAY. IT IS URGED THAT ALL MEMBER BE CONSIDERATE IN THIS RESPECT. 
IT ONLY TAKES ONE MODERN ITEM TO BE IN VIEW TO RUIN THE HARD WORK AND IMPRESSION OF THE 

OTHER MEMBERS ON THE UNIT. 

VI. 

 

SAFETY IS PRIMARY AT ALL TIMES AS ALL EVENTS. ALL MEMBERS WILL OBSERVE SAFE CONDUCT AT ALL 

TIMES, ON AND OFF THE FIELD. 

VII. NON-PRESCRIPTION (ILLEGAL) DRUGS AND SUBSTANCES WILL NOT BE ALLOWED IN ANY  O.V.I. 
CAMP!!! ANY BREACH OF THIS RULE WILL NOT BE TOLERATED AND WILL CONSTITUTE JUST CAUSE FOR 

EJECTION FROM THE EVENT AND THE 

 
 OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY WITH NO EXCEPTIONS!!!!! 

VIII. 

  

TO INSURE SAFETY AND AUTHENTICITY AT EVENTS, NO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES WILL BE ALLOWED IN 

CAMP DURING DUTY HOURS. BECAUSE OF SPECTATORS AND CHILDREN BEING IN THE CAMP AFTER 

HOURS, IT IS SUGGESTED THAT ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES CONSUMED BE KEPT IN AUTHENTIC 

CONTAINERS. 

IX. ANYONE SUSPECTED OF BEING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS WILL NOT BE ALLOWED 

TO PARTICIPATE IN ACTIVITIES IN WHICH THEY WOULD JEOPARDIZE THE SAFETY OF OTHER 

 

 O.V.I. 
MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES. 

X. 

XI. 

NO WEAPONS WILL BE DISCHARGED, NOR ROLLED CARTRIDGES CHARGED WITHIN THE CONFINES OF 

THE CAMP AT ANY TIME. 
FLAMMABLE AND EXPLOSIVE MATERIALS SHOULD BE KEPT AWAY FROM CAMPFIRES AND OPEN FLAMES AT 

ALL TIMES. IF THESE ITEMS ARE KEPT WITHIN THE CONFINES OF THE CAMP, PLEASE INSURE THAT THEY 

ARE PROPERLY AND SAFELY STORED AT ALL TIMES.  


